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WHY DOES SENATOR JIM INHOFE OPPOSE
HUMAN RIGHTS IN ETHIOPIA?

Human Rights in Ethiopia

In its most recent human rights report on Ethiggiaril 5, 2007), the U.S. State Department conctude
The [Ethiopian] government’s human rights recomaeed poor in many areas. Human rights
abuses reported during the year included the fatiguwunlawful killings; beating, abuse, and
mistreatment of detainees and opposition suppdstesecurity forces; poor prison conditions;
arbitrary arrest and detention, particularly ofsbsuspected of sympathizing with or being members
of the opposition; detention of thousands withdwarge and lengthy pretrial detention; infringement
on citizens’ privacy rights; restrictions on freedof the press; arrest, detention, and harassnfient o
journalists for publishing articles critical of tgevernment; restrictions on freedom of assembtly an
of association; violence and societal discrimima@gainst women and abuse of children; female
genital mutilation; exploitation of children for@womic and sexual purposes; trafficking in persons;
societal discrimination against persons with dis and against religious and ethnic minorities;
and government interference in union activities.

Human Rights Bill in Congress

On October 2, 2007, the U.S. House of Represeertatimanimously and with full bipartisan supportseals
H.R. 2003 (“Ethiopia Freedom and Accountability A€22007). This bill urges the government of Eth&p
to release all political prisoners and prisonersasfscience in the country and prosecute indivaludlo
have committed gross human rights violations. Adddlly, it provides financial support to strengthe
human rights and civil society groups and build deratic institutions including a court system fode
political interference and an elections system ih&tee from fraud and political manipulation. Tié is
currently in the Senate Foreign Relations Committee



Why Does Senator Inhofe Oppose Human Rights in Etbpia?

Senator Inhofe has placed a “hold” on the billie Senate preventing consideration by the full &ertte
says the “bill is misguided and takes the wrongaggh by placing demands on a friend and ally hiaat
made obvious advancements in democracy and huglats.tiHe further claims that the bill will “derail
progress Ethiopia has made in furtherance of demegand supporting human rights.”

Ethiopia Human Rights Bill Advances American Foreign Policy in the Horn of Africa

H.R. 2003 advances U.S. foreign policy in the HofrAfrica in several ways: 1) support he growth of
democratic institutions by helping establish a fied competitive electoral process, independemtipld
institutions and democratic civil liberties, 2) br all existing counter-terrorism efforts andwailthe
continuing delivery to Ethiopia of peacekeeping arcurity assistance, 3) allows delivery of all
humanitarian assistance and food aid programshioia.

Ethiopian Americans Protest Senator Inhofe’s Hold a Human Rights Bill

Ethiopians in Oklahoma and the United States stygmgptest Senator Inhofe’s “hold” on H.R. 2003.
We believe Senator Inhofe’s “hold” on the bill widsult in the continued detention of thousandgaditical

prisoners in Ethiopia, prevent the prosecutiorhaman rights violators, undermine the growth of
democratic institutions and civil liberties.

ALL MEDIA INVITED!



